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Ride smart, ride safe: Motorcycle 101

March brings with it many peo-
ple’s favorite time of the year: Spring.
Days are growing longer and warmer.
Outdoor activities may not require heavy
winter wear, and many of us will uncover
the motorcycle, and prepare for another
great season of riding.

If you have chosen to be one of
the many that enjoys motorcycling, great.
It is an economical method of transporta-
tion, it provides a sense of freedom and
often times, it allows for a group get to-
gether to ride.

Two undisputable facts you
need to know: 1) Safety must always be
the first concern, 2) Motorcycles are un-
forgiving of negligence, foolishness and
complacency.

On a bike you are nearly 30
times more likely to be involved in a
crash. Even with the appropriate PPE,
injuries can be unavoidable. Your pro-
tective equipment is generally the differ-
ence between hurt, incapacitated or
dead. If your NOT wearing it, you are
wrong.

Alcohol consumption while op-
erating a motorcycle is reckless. You
may not feel it, but after just one or two

drinks, your reaction time is slower. Even
if for just a second, that moment may
allow you to travel into a collision that can
claim your life or someone else's.

After the two drinks, inhibitions
are lowered. Something you would never
do sober, seems plausible. Coupled with
slowed reactions, it's a recipe for tragedy.

Whatever you do for recreation,
you are encouraged to use common
sense and good judgement.
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Motorcycle Safety Training

As Soldiers we
know the value of train-
ing. We are all aware of
the saying “Train as you
fight”. It means some-
thing. You know that
when the moment comes
where thinking is not an
option, reaction has to be
right now, your training
will kick in and instinctive-
ly you will know what to
do. No where is this
more evident and neces-
sary than riding a motor-
cycle.

When riding a
bike, you must work off of
experience, knowledge
and training. In the event
of a sudden change, your
reaction has to be instan-
taneous. If you haven't
thought about it, consid-
ered your options and
planned for it, your reac-
tion will be to freeze, pan-
ic and more than likely,
fail. On two wheels, to
fail is deadly.

You are not re-
quired to ride a motorcy-
cle; it is a choice. So if
you have made that deci-
sion, give yourself the
best opportunity for suc-
cess. Train, think, prepare

and train some more.

If you want to
learn to ride, enroll in the
Basic Motorcycle Safety
Course. This course will
take you from, zero to
competent basic rider in
15 hours, if you pass.
The course is designed
for the brand new rider.
Also, the course provides
the use off a motorcycle
to learn on.

If you have rid-
den for some time, you
should enroll in the Expe-
rienced Rider Course
(also known as the Basic
Rider Course Il) or the
Advanced Rider Course.

These classes
take the basic rider and
build on to the basic
skills. It teaches evasive
maneuvers; stopping
techniques, swerving,
swerve and stop and rid-
ing over or through ob-
structions.

The classes are
taught through the South
Dakota Safety Council.
Classes are scheduled
from March through Octo-
ber, throughout the state.
You can check the sched-
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ule out at http://
www.southdakotasafetyc
ouncil.org/motorcycle/
index.cfm .

For either of the
courses, you are required
to have the appropriate
PPE. That PPE is: DOT/
Schnell approved helmet,
eye protection, long
sleeve shirt/jacket, long
sturdy pants (Jeans or
stronger), over the ankle,
closed toe boots and
gloves (leather or leather
palmed or similar). A
reflective vest is also rec-
ommended.

Any Soldier may
sign up and upon conclu-
sion the State Safety Of-
fice will have registration
costs refunded to the
Soldier.

West River Sol-
diers also have the option
of attending courses of-
fered at Ellsworth AFB.
These classes are not as
frequent, but are no costs
for military members.

There is always time to do things right

Who doesn't
have time to do things
the right way. All too of-
ten during an accident
investigation, the state-
ment “l was in a hurry”,
“we were rushed” or
“there was no time” is
heard. Those words
make absolutely no sense
in an accident. If there
was no time to do it right,
how was there time to

stop the program, treat an
injury, repair equipment
and find additional re-
sources to make up for
the loss, damaged or
injured?

Using the ex-
cuse “there wasn’t time”
is only saying “I didn’t
want to take the time to
do the job correctly”.

Many times we

have performed tasks
where an accident was
avoided or narrowly
missed. Thatis a close
call. You can try to oper-
ate like that, but eventual-
ly something will go
wrong. If you are on the
working end, it is your
responsibility to stop the
unsafe act before things
go bad. Take the time to
do it right, the first time.
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